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Statement on Teaching and Learning in Fall 2021
I want to acknowledge that there is nothing “normal” about this semester. None of us
signed up to study, work, care for our families, and otherwise live in our conditions of
health, climate, and social crises. Although we have now been learning remotely for over
a year, our lives are still very much in flux. Our class will most likely feel like a burden to
you at times, but I hope it can also feel like a place where you develop your skills to
understand and change our world. It is also my hope that you find it to be restorative,
engaging, and relevant.
In this context, I am committed to creating a flexible and generative virtual learning
experience, and I ask that you join me in this commitment. I promise to allow flexibility
for missed synchronous meetings, accept late work for full credit, and focus on your
understanding of the material. I ask that you let me know how the course is going for
you, look for connections between our course material and your life, and support your
classmates by participating when you can.
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About the Course
Course Description, Requirements and Recommendations
4 hours, 4 credits. An introduction to data analysis with descriptive and inferential
statistics; graphing and other visual presentations of data analysis; statistical
programming. Extensive use of computers.
Required before enrollment: SOC 301 with a grade of C- or better.
Zoom Recording Statement
Students who participate in this class with their camera on or use a profile image are
agreeing to have their video or image recorded solely for the purpose of creating a
record for students enrolled in the class to refer to, including those enrolled students
who are unable to attend live. If you are unwilling to consent to have your profile or
video image recorded, be sure to keep your camera off and do not use a profile image.
Likewise, students who un-mute during class and participate orally are agreeing to have
their voices recorded. If you are not willing to consent to have your voice recorded
during class, you will need to keep your mute button activated and communicate
exclusively using the "chat" feature, which allows students to type questions and
comments live.
Course Objectives
1. Apply the logic of social science research methods to quantitative data
measurement and analysis
2. Define the basic concepts, terminology, and procedures of data analysis
3. Calculate basic descriptive and inferential statistics and accurately interpret
statistical results.
4. Create graphical presentations of data and accurately interpret them.
5. Use a statistical software package to produce statistical output.
6. Identify the strengths and weaknesses of existing statistical research
7. Identify an appropriate statistical technique for particular research questions
8. Apply knowledge of statistics in thinking critically about scientific and popular
press reports of research findings.
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About the Class
In this class, we will consider how statistical analysis can be used to answer sociological
questions, and how statistics are produced and used in society. You do not have to be
“good at math” to succeed in this course. You do not have to be “good at
computers” to succeed in this course. In fact, one of the goals of this course is to
increase your confidence and literacy in both areas; if you were already a professional,
you wouldn’t need to take the class! To succeed in this course, you do need to have a
beginner’s mindset, practice regularly, and ask for help early on.
We will focus on choosing when to use a particular statistical or graphing technique and
how to interpret the results. We will descriptive and inferential statistics and do
statistical programming. We will practice these skills through project-based learning
over the course of various assignments. Such training will make you a more informed
citizen, a more intelligent consumer of information, and a more marketable sociology
degree holder. These skills will serve you well in securing employment and/or pursuing
graduate studies in a variety of fields/disciplines.
It is critical that you keep up with assigned material and attend class or watch class
recordings to complete labs. In addition to each class meeting, you should expect to
spend about 2.5 hours outside of class (per class meeting) preparing for class and
working on your assignments. Class meetings will be more meaningful and useful to you
if you have: 1) watched videos and read assigned readings before coming to class, 2)
written notes from the videos and readings, and 3) completed all assignments.
What to Expect
This is a fully online course. We’ll have regular synchronous meetings complemented
with asynchronous work.
We will meet via zoom (link provided on Blackboard) once a week. If you are unable to
attend class meetings, you are expected to watch the recording and participate in a
Blackboard discussion board.
Before each class meeting, review all the materials posted to the course page on
Blackboard. Carefully watch or read all materials and complete any assignments.
In a typical class, we will meet for the first two hours for lectures, discussions, and a lab.
I will remain on Zoom for the last hour for office hours, you are welcome to stay on for
one-on-one meetings to continue to work on assigned materials.
This is a unique course in the sociology curriculum because we will spend part of our
time learning a new language: the statistical programming language of R. Rather than
rely on memorization, we will practice consistent documentation and reflection in our
assignments. This style of notetaking for reproducibility will not only help you keep
track of what you are learning in the class, but is paramount for good research.
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Required Materials
This is a ZTC (zero textbook cost) course. All content will be freely available to you via
Blackboard. The following technology materials are absolutely necessary:
 A computer. A Chromebook (or similar) or tablet with full working keyboard
and separate mouse should be fine as well. We will be using software housed on
Lehman College’s servers that will not work with a touchscreen only device.
 Internet access.
 Access to Blackboard
o Make sure the email associated with your Blackboard account is one you
check frequently
o See the student guide to Blackboard for help navigating Blackboard
 Access to R Studio through Lehman360
o We will go over how to access and use R Studio in class. Before then, make
sure you can access Lehman360
▪ To log into Lehman360, go to oneaccess.lehman.edu
▪ Log in using your Lehman credentials – the same information you
use to access your Lehman email
• If you cannot log in, try resetting your password by going to
mars.lehman.edu:8282
• If resetting your password does not work, contact IT as soon
as possible:
o by telephone at 718-960-1111
o by email at help.desk@lehman.cuny.edu
The following technology materials may be useful for completing this course but are not
mandatory:
 Headphones for watching virtual lectures and other videos
 A microphone to communicate with your professor and classmates online (a built
in one on your computer or headphones will be fine)
 A quiet space and dedicated time to work on the class – obviously not always
possible but can make a big difference!
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Important Resources
Academic Resources
Your instructor

To request a laptop
or wifi hotspot

The Office of Student
Disability Services*

Email me at jdressel@gradcenter.cuny.edu to set up an
appointment
Fill out the student loaner device form to request a wifi
hotspot or laptop: bit.ly/37oQFfe
Or go to lehman.edu/coronavirus/resources/student
If you request a hotspot or laptop, please let me know so I can
follow up with the office
SDS works together with the entire Lehman community to
ensure access to all areas of campus life and provides
appropriate academic adjustments, programs, and services to
individual students.
lehman.edu/student-disability-services or call 718-960-8441

The mission of the Instructional Support Services Program
Tutoring through the (ISSP) is to facilitate students' development as independent
Instructional Support and collaborative learners through individual and group
Services Program
tutoring, workshops, and by providing access to educational
technologies. lehman.edu/issp
Librarians

lehman.edu/library/studenthelp.php

Non-Academic Resources

Immigration Legal
Assistance

Contact Arturo Lopez Esq., Director of Legal Services at
BronxWorks
718-508-3091
alopez@bronxworks.org
bronxworks.org/our-services/legal-services/

Housing and
Emergency Financial
Assistance

Emergency grants are available to help students with housing
issues, unemployment, food insecurity, medical expenses, and
sudden loss of childcare: lehman.edu/emergency-grants/

Counseling Center

lehman.edu/counseling-center

Food Bank

The Herbert H. Lehman Food Bank aims to alleviate food
hardship among Lehman students.
lehman.edu/student-leadership/lehman-food-bank.php
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Policies
*Accessibility and Accommodation
I, and Lehman College, are committed to providing access to all programs and curricula
to all students. Students with disabilities who may need classroom accommodations are
encouraged to register with the Office of Student Disability Services. For more
information, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services, Shuster Hall, Room
238: disability.services@lehman.cuny.edu, 718-960-8441
Academic Integrity Policy
Academic dishonesty is prohibited in The City University of New York. Penalties for
academic dishonesty include academic sanctions, such as failing or otherwise reduced
grades, and/or disciplinary sanctions, including suspension or expulsion. Consult the
student handbook for more information and examples of academic dishonesty:
https://www.lehman.edu/student-affairs/student-handbook.php
Withdrawal and Other Registrar Dates
Sometimes, students need to withdraw from a course for personal or academic reasons.
The point in the semester at which this decision is made has different academic and
financial outcomes for students. Click here for the academic calendar from the registrar,
which will inform you of important deadlines.
Verification of Enrollment, WU, and Incomplete grades
•

Within the first three course meetings, I am required to submit a verification of
enrollment to the register. This documents whether each student has
academically participated in the course in some way. Academic participation
includes attending a class or completing an assignment. Unless I hear from you
through email, logging on to our Blackboard page without completing an
assignment or attending class does not count as academic participation.

•

WU grades are a final grade and are given when a student stops participating in
the course before the semester ends

•

Incomplete grades are a temporary final grade. I am open to arranging an
incomplete for any student who needs more time than the allotted semester to
finish course assignments.

Attendance
Attendance will be taken at every class meeting, except for open labs. All class sessions
will be recorded and available to watch on Blackboard. If you need to miss a class, you
are expected to watch the class recording in full and participate in that class period’s
Blackboard discussion board to make up your attendance. Missing more than two
classes without participating in the appropriate discussion boards may negatively
impact your final grade.
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